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Triple Quotes in Python. 

 

Figure 1:  Triple quotes are a peculiarity of Python’s. 

Triple quotes are peculiar to the syntax of the Python programming language. 

Multi-line Comments: 
One use for them is to enable multi-line comments: 

 

Figure 2:  In this short program that calculates Voltage, I use triple 

quotes so as to make a multi-line biographical comment concerning 

Count Alessandro Volta. 

In many programming languages, such as C, we can make similar multi-line 

comments by enclosing these comments within:  

/∗  ∗/ 

as in: 

/∗   Your multi − line comment goes here.  ∗/  
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Multi-line Strings: 
Triple quotes can also be employed so as to print multi-line strings. 

 

 

Figure 3:  In the following example, we are going to use triple quotes so 

as to print the nursery rhyme, Three Blind Mice, as a multi-line String. 
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Let us say that we have a piece of text that we wish to print to screen: 

 

Figure 4:  This is the piece of text that we wish to print to screen. 

One way, that we might imagine of doing this, would be to simply copy the text 

and then to paste it inside a: 

print("") 

statement: 

 

Figure 5:  We do not even need to run this program to see that it will not 

work, but we shall: 

 

Figure 6:  This is what occurs when we try to run this defective program. 
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Another option would be to enter in the text manually, and to apply the correct 

formatting ourselves: 

 

Figure 7:  This works.  It took a lot of effort on our part, though. 

 

Figure 8:  The result of the program depicted in Figure 7’s being run. 

We can actually print the above String within single quotes by using the: 

\n 

sequence: 

 

Figure 9:  We can print Three Blind Mice as a String within a single 

print() statement by using the \n sequence. 
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Figure 10:  The result of the program depicted in Figure 9’s being run. 

But that program that the computer refused to interpret: 

 

Figure 11:  We tried to print out a multi-line string by only using single 

quotes.  As we can observe from the syntax-highlighting, the program is 

defective and cannot be interpreted. 

 

 

Figure 12:  To restate: the computer refuses to interpret this program. 
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There is a way of fixing the program that will not run in Figures 11 and 12 

without too much ado: by simply adding two more quotation marks at each end: 

 

Figure 13:  Now our print() statement contains triple quotation marks at 

each end. 

 

Having added the triple quotes, our program will now be interpreted without 

any difficulty: 

 

 

Figure 14:  What the previous debugged program outputs.  We debugged 

the program that would not be interpreted by replacing single quotes with 

double quotes. 


